
YRCAA Implementation of the WA State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 

     The Yakima Regional Clean Air Agency (YRCAA) is the “agency with expertise” for air 
issues in Yakima County when there are SEPA reviews. FOTC believes that the YRCAA does 
not adequately perform this function during certain important SEPA reviews.  

• In June of 2017 the Fryslan Calf Ranch received a mitigated determination of non-
significance, a SEPA approval, to set up a calf feeding operation south of Mabton. One 
of the conditions for that MDNS was: 

 
Fryslan never received YRCAA approval of a dust control plan and the YRCAA never 
notified regulators of this failure.  

• In 2019 Ostrom Mushrooms applied for an air quality permit when Ostrom relocated to 
the Port of Sunnyside from Thurston County. The YRCAA issued a permit without a SEPA 
review despite the fact that Ostrom relocated due to air pollution problems in Thurston 
County. The YRCAA simply incorporated a SEPA review for the Port of Sunnyside that did 
not anticipate a mushroom factory. The air quality permit only looked at emissions from 
machinery, and not from compost and fertilizers used to grow mushrooms. See 
attached emails below. 

• In 2022 Pacific AG began permitting applications for the purpose of constructing a 
manure methane bio-digester at the Port of Sunnyside. One step in the process was a 
SEPA review with the City of Sunnyside as the lead agency. Sunnyside posted a Notice 
of Environmental Review in May of 2023 and requested comments from agencies with 
expertise. This included the YRCAA, the agency with expertise for air issues. The YRCAA 
did not comment.1  
In November of 2023 Sunnyside posted a Notice of Addendum. The YRCAA submitted 
comments that simply advised that the project would need to apply for a New Source 
Review and submit a dust control plan. Sunnyside issued a Revised MDNS in January of 
2024 and a second Revised MDNS in March of 2024. Throughout the process there was 
no analysis of air impacts from the operation of a bio-digester. 2 FOTC believes that an 

 
1 City of Sunnyside. Mitigated Determination of Non-Significance 2023. Preliminary Mitigated Determination 
of Non-significance 
2 City of Sunnyside. Mitigated Determination of Non-Significance 2024. Preliminary Mitigated Determination 
of Non-significance 

https://www.friendsoftoppenishcreek.org/cabinet/data/AVS%206%20SS%20RNG%20Pacific%20Ag%202023-0200%20MDNS.pdf
https://www.friendsoftoppenishcreek.org/cabinet/data/AVS%206%20SS%20RNG%20Pacific%20Ag%202023-0200%20MDNS.pdf
https://www.friendsoftoppenishcreek.org/cabinet/data/SS%20RNG%20Pacific%20Ag%202023-0200%20MDNS%20Revised%20January%2025%202024.pdf
https://www.friendsoftoppenishcreek.org/cabinet/data/SS%20RNG%20Pacific%20Ag%202023-0200%20MDNS%20Revised%20January%2025%202024.pdf


agency with expertise must do more during a SEPA review than simply rubber stamp 
project approval 

• The DTG Limited Purpose Landfill, formerly Anderson Rock Quarry and Landfill, has 
operated without an air quality permit for decades. A 2015 SEPA review said that 
Anderson must acquire an air quality permit, but the facility never did. And YRCAA never 
issued a notice of violation.  
Recently neighbors became so stressed over DTG air emissions that they complained to 
WA Ecology and to the YRCAA. The YRCAA subsequently issued an “after the fact” air 
permit to DTG that has been challenged before the WA State Pollution Control Hearings 
Board. Issues to be decided include: 3 

o Whether YRCAA complied with the procedural requirements for environmental 
review under SEPA? 

o Did YRCAA comply with lead agency rules for designating lead agency including 
but not limited to WAC 197-11-050 and WAC 197-11-922; WAC 197 11-924, and 
WAC 197-11-930?  

o Whether YRCAA was obligated to assume lead agency status under the SEPA 
rules?  

o Whether on March 8, 2024, YRCAA failed to comply with SEPA in issuing the New 
Source Review Order of Approval on Permit # NSRP-03-DTGEI-22 for the Limited 
Purpose Landfill (LPL) located at 41 Rocky Top Rd, Yakima, WA 98909? 

o Whether Yakima Regional Clean Air Agency (YRCAA) complied with procedures 
for use of existing documents, including WAC 197-11-600, - 630, - 635 and/or – 
640? 

     These instances of problems with SEPA lead FOTC to conclude that the YRCAA does not 
understand and implement SEPA properly and/or in the best interests of the citizenry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 WA State Pollution Control Hearings Board. PCHB No. 24-021 Friends of Rocky Top (FORT), Nancy Lust, and 
Carole Degrave v. Yakima Regional Clean Air Agency, and DTG Enterprises Inc. dba DTG Recycle – Yakima 

https://eluho2022.my.site.com/50082000002QN43
https://eluho2022.my.site.com/50082000002QN43


 

Attachment 1: Emails re YRCAA permitting of Ostrom Mushrooms 

 



 

 


